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Make Visual Arts more visible at your school!



Dear Colleague,

Establishing and sponsoring a chapter of the National Art Honor Society (NAHS)/National Junior 

Art Honor Society (NJAHS) magnifies the innovation, skills, and scholarship that your art program 

brings to your students, school, and community. 

For more than 40 years, the National Art Honor Society programs have provided national 

recognition and opportunities for students who exhibit outstanding scholarship in the visual arts, 

and for their teachers.

This handbook will give you an overview of how to establish a successful, student-led chapter.

It is a starting point to help you create a program that works for you, your students, and your 

school. Additionally, the NAHS website and NAHS/NJAHS Chapter Management Dashboard 

provide ongoing sources of information, particularly for important program dates and member 

opportunities. 

The arts matter now more than ever, please take this opportunity to champion creativity and 

enthusiasm for the visual arts by establishing your official NAHS/NJAHS chapter today!

Sincerely,

Mario R. Rossero 
Executive Director 

National Art Education Association

Lincoln High School, Tallahassee, FL

James Island Charter High School, Charleston, SC

Student artwork from cover, clockwise from top right: Vida Fauble, Lincoln High School, Tallahassee, FL; Graham Deckers, Avon Old Farms School, Avon, CT; 
Alessandra VanRossem, Babylon Jr Sr High School, Babylon, NY; Julian Jara, Sebring High School, Sebring, FL; Braedyn Berkley, Elizabeth Davis Middle School, 
Chester, VA; Olivia de Maigret, Justin-Siena High School, Napa, CA.



What are NAHS and NJAHS?

What are the benefits?

Connor Manning, Philip Simmons High School, Charleston, SC

Brook Matthews, Lancaster High School, Lancaster, OH

Bring recognition to your students and elevate your school’s art 
program by highlighting the value of the arts as part of your 
school’s curriculum. See a full list of benefits here.

 Students gain peer recognition and leadership growth 
opportunities that support college preparation, as well as 
opportunities for awards, scholarships, and having their work 
published nationally.

 Art educators gain membership to NAEA, eligibility for 
awards, discounts on merchandise, connection to a network 
of over 2,400 of your colleagues who also sponsor chapters, 
and an avenue for increasing the visibility and reach of your 
art program.

The National Art Honor Society programs inspire and recognize 
students with an outstanding ability and keen interest in the 
visual arts.

 NAHS: A high school honor society for visual arts  
 students in grades 9-12 

 NJAHS: A middle/junior high school honor society  
 for visual arts students in grades 6-8 (junior high schools   
 encompassing grades 6-9 should include 9th grade students   
 as part of their NJAHS chapter. K-12 schools may make the  
 distinction to include grade 9 in their NAHS or NJAHS chapter.)

The NAHS and NJAHS programs are more than just “art clubs”. 
Students are required to meet eligibility criteria for membership 
as detailed in your chapter’s constitution and bylaws. If your 
school currently has an art club, use it as a basis for establishing 
an Art Honor Society.

The NAHS and NJAHS national minimum standards of 
achievement and eligibility requirements are detailed in  
the constitutions on pages 11-12 and are written to apply  
to a variety of educational settings.

Suggested bylaws on page 13 serve as a guideline for the 
creation of your chapter bylaws. Your chapter is permitted 
to enhance the minimum standards of achievement with 
additional requirements to meet the needs of your school  
and students.

2

https://www.arteducators.org/community/national-art-honor-societies/learn-more


3

Establish a New Chapter

Piper Charron, Mt. Desert Island High School, Bar Harbor, ME

Auzlynd Katterheinrich, Lancaster High School, Lancaster, OH

1.  Review this handbook. E-mail nahs@arteducators.org or call 800-299-8321 with any questions. 

2.  Download the letter of encouragement to help make your case to your administrator for establishing a chapter at your school. Find 
the letter here.

3.  Collaborate with your administration and student leaders to establish written bylaws (see suggested bylaws on page 13). 

4. Invite qualifying students to join your chapter.

5.  Establish and register your chapter online through the chapter dashboard link.  
If you’re currently an NAEA member, log in with your existing NAEA credentials and click “Establish an NAHS/NJAHS Chapter” to 
get started. If you’re not yet an NAEA member, first create an NAEA account, and then click “Establish an NAHS/NJAHS Chapter.” 

6.  Receive a letter of acknowledgment, a school charter, and a membership card for each member by mail soon after your registration 
is processed. You will also gain access to numerous chapter resources, networking opportunities, and benefits such as publication in 
NAHS News!

Start a New Chapter

Student Certificate/Membership Cards
After you register your chapter online and payment has been 
submitted, you will receive your student membership cards by mail 
within 1 – 2 business weeks. Download the certificate printing 
template.
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Register an Existing Chapter

Allison Volk, Pine Lake Preparatory, Mooresville, NC

Piper Charron, Mt. Desert Island High School, Bar Harbor, ME

More Information Available Online! 
Click here to download the NAHS and NJAHS 
Constitutions, suggested bylaws, and a sample induction 
ceremony

Student Certificate/Membership Cards  
After you register your chapter and receive your student 
membership cards by download the certificate printing 
template here. 

Autumn Green, Liberty High School, Eldersburg, MD

Access to Resources

Student Dues: Student dues are $5 per 
student each year the student is a member

Annual Registration
1.  Register your chapter at the beginning of every school year to maintain active status. Chapter membership expires on June 30 each 

year, regardless of a chapter’s date of registration. Chapters are encouraged to register by January 31 each year.

 Online Registration System! 
 Sponsors can now easily, register, and manage chapters digitally through the NAHS/NJAHS Chapter Management Dashboard! 

Registration forms are no longer accepted. Find details here.

2.  A yearly sponsorship fee* is required for each NAHS/NJAHS chapter and entitles the chapter sponsor to all the rights    
and  privileges of one active NAEA membership, including all NAEA member and chapter benefits.

3.  Registration payments** submitted July 1–June 30 will be applied to the current school year.
* The sponsorship fee is waived for sponsors who have an active NAEA membership that is valid through 6/30/2021 Co-sponsors must also be active NAEA 
members.
 
**See full registration information here. 
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Opportunities for Students

Phoebe Jenkins, Kutztown Area High School, Kutztown, PA

Easy online submission process!
All chapters are encouraged to submit a chapter report, photos, and 
artwork images to NAHS News, the semi-annual, full-color, dynamic, 
digital publication of the National Art Honor Society and National 
Junior Art Honor Society programs. See full details and submit here.

Deadlines: November 1 (Winter Issue) and March 1 (Spring Issue)

Submit in 3 Easy Steps!
1.  Write a brief report of what your chapter is up to— 
 activities, fundraising, projects, community outreach, and  
 so on—and limit your report to no more than 400 words.

2.  Choose up to 2 chapter photos (images of students,  
 activities, projects, etc.) and 5 images of student artwork  
 (include photo of artwork only—no students in frame).

3.  Complete the online submission form and upload your   
 image attachments. You’ll receive an automatic email   
 confirmation after submitting the form. 

Note: NAEA reserves the right to use NAHS News submissions in NAEA/NAHS publications, promotions, 
and social media. By submitting  artwork, articles, and chapter photographs, you give NAEA permission to 
publish this media internationally. 

Tip! Encourage your Historian and Secretary to collaborate on the 
submission. Then, review and edit the materials and submit them online!  

Grayson Jarrell, Fort Mill High School, Fort Mill, SC

2021 NAHS/NJAHS Virtual Exhibit
2021 Exhibit Dates: January 11 - April 30, 2021 
Submission Deadline: December 1, 2020 at 11:59pm ET.

NAHS and NJAHS chapter members are invited to submit artwork for 
possible inclusion in the annual juried exhibition which will be held 
virtually in 2021.

This exhibition showcases the talent of NAHS and NJAHS student 
members and is seen by visual arts education professionals, creative 
leaders, and students from across the global. Entries are submitted 
digitally by chapter sponsors and juried by higher education visual arts 
professionals.

See more information regarding the 2021 NAHS/NJAHS Juried 
Exhibition here. 

A national exhibition EXCLUSIVELY  
for your NAHS and NJAHS members!

Exhibit Nationally!

Be Published!

https://www.arteducators.org/community/articles/332-nahs-news
https://www.arteducators.org/community/articles/332-nahs-news
http://www.arteducators.org/nahs/chaptersupport
https://www.arteducators.org/community/articles/333-nahs-njahs-juried-exhibition


Scholarships

The scholarships listed below are not offered through NAEA or its subsidiaries. The scholarship and award selection process is at the 
discretion of the institution.

Charles M. Robertson Memorial Scholarship
This four-year partial scholarship to the Pratt School of Art & Design in 
Brooklyn, New York, recognizes brilliance in student art achievement 
and artistic involvement at the high school level. 

Interested in applying? Applications must be emailed to  
awards@arteducators.org 
Deadline to apply: December  15, 2020 

Columbus College of Art and Design
CCAD offers scholarships to National Art Honor Society certificate 
holders who submit certificates to the college. 

 • Certificate holders are eligible for $4,000 tuition scholarships  
   ($1,000 per year for four years).

 • National Art Honor Society-related scholarships are  
   coordinated with other financial aid awards.

For more information and deadlines, visit www.ccad.edu

The Art Institutes
Programs that are eligible for the National Art Honor Society 
Scholarship are available in the following areas of study: 
Animation & Effects, Culinary, Fashion, Film & Production, Gaming 
& Technology, Interior & Product Design, Marketing and Visual 
Design. 

High school seniors graduating in 2021 who also belong to 
the National Art Honor Society may apply for The Art Institutes 
National Art Honor Society Scholarship. Details and an application 
form may be obtained here, or by contacting Greta Beller at 
AiScholarships@aii.edu. 

Three nationwide scholarships are available:

 • First place: $20,000 tuition scholarship
 » scholarship will be applied evenly over the course  
 of the student’s academic program

•  Second place: $10,000 tuition scholarship
 » scholarship will be applied evenly over the course  

 of the student’s academic program

• Third place: $5,000 tuition scholarship
 »  scholarship will be applied evenly over the course  
 of the student’s academic program

Applications must be postmarked by midnight, March 11, 2021.
Winners will be notified after April 8, 2021.  
Visit www.artinstitutes.edu

Melanie Martinez, William Floyd UFSD High School, Mastic Beach, NY

Maryland Institute College of Art
Fifty $4,000 to $8,000 merit-based scholarships allocated 
over four years are awarded each year to high school seniors 
who are members of the National Art Honor Society. You 
must be accepted for admission to MICA in order to receive 
an award. You should indicate that you would like to be 
considered for merit-based scholarships in your application. 
Then select the National Art Honor Society scholarship.  For 
more information visit www.mica.edu

College for Creative Studies
National Art Honor Society members whose work is selected 
for national exhibit in their senior year and have been 
accepted to CCS are eligible to receive an $8,000 CCS/NAHS 
scholarship ($2,000 per year). This scholarship is granted 
in addition to merit based scholarship or other financial 
awards.   

Contact: Amy Armand, Director of Recruitment at 
aarmand@collegeforcreativestudies.edu or 313.664.7426

For more information about the scholarship application 
requirements and deadlines, please visit  
www.collegeforcreativestudies.edu

Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising
National Art Honor Society Member Scholarship  
(High school Juniors and Seniors)
The National Art Honor Society (NAHS) was established to 
recognize high school students for their dedication to the 
arts. Students with active NAHS membership are eligible to 
receive a $1,500 scholarship. 

Renewable for up to 4 years with 3.0 GPA at FIDM and 
consecutive attendance. Students must also maintain 12 
units quarterly to qualify for scholarship renewal. Students 
may qualify for more than one scholarship but not to 
exceed the cost of tuition, books, and supplies.

National Art Honor Society Special Recognition 
Scholarship (High school Juniors and Seniors) Students who have 
their work shown in a NAHS juried exhibition may receive an 
additional one-time $1,500 scholarship.  Non-Renewable.

For more information about the scholarship application 
requirements and deadlines, please visit: www.fidm.edu
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NAEA Awards
Download the 2021 NAEA Awards Program Booklet containing 
details on all NAEA awards and necessary nomination materials 
here.

Rising Star Secondary Recognition Program 
Promotes art education as a career by recognizing up to 50 
talented, active NAHS members each year.

Outstanding NAHS Sponsor Award 
Recognizes the dedication of an NAEA member who sponsors an 
outstanding NAHS Chapter.

Outstanding NJAHS Sponsor Award 
Recognizes the dedication of an NAEA member who sponsors an 
outstanding NJAHS Chapter.

Deadline to apply: October 1, 2020

The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers
The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers announces the launch of the 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards! All students in grades 7-12 can 
submit work in 28 categories of art and writing. The awards identify 
teenagers with exceptional artistic and literary talent and bring 
their remarkable work to a national audience through recognition, 
exhibition, publication, and scholarship opportunities. For more 
information, visit  www.artandwriting.org

Chance Carvalho, Liberty High School, Eldersburg, MD

Erin Buckley, Braintree High School, Braintree, MA

Awards
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  1. Keep a current display of artwork in the art room, 
hallways, library, and principal’s office.

  2. Exhibit artwork in elementary schools. Arrange for 
exhibiting works of art (or good reproductions) in 
elementary schools that do not have an art educator.

  3. Sponsor art shows, including work done by elementary 
and junior high school students and parents.

  4. Arrange for guest speakers or artists to visit art classes 
or classes in other subject areas.

  5. Contact local businesses concerned with art (such 
as print shops, television art studios, newspapers, 
advertising studios, display studios in stores, etc.) and 
arrange for tours for your chapter.

 6. Sponsor creative writing and art projects.  
For example: 

 a. Publish a booklet/calendar with art and poetry.
 b. Put art in the English room for the class to use as  

 inspiration for haiku verse, creative writing, etc.
 c. Use creative writing from the English class to inspire  

 artwork. Exhibit the results.

 7. Sponsor field trips to galleries, museums, etc.

 8. Disseminate career information.

 9. Plan a sketching session in the community as an after-
school or weekend activity.

10. Plan an opening reception for school art exhibits. Ask 
for local newspaper coverage.

11. Have a regular column in the school newspaper or PTA 
newsletter concerning chapter activities. The chapter 
sponsor can submit news to NAHS News.

12. Create a website for your chapter.

1.  Hold a or online auction of student artwork reproductions.  
Be sure to designate a starting bid amount.

2.  Design and sell school spirit or pride t-shirts, hoodies, ball 
caps, water bottles and/or sketchbooks. 

3. Create and sell a calendar featuring member artwork.

4. Set up a game night or virtual bingo. Give participants the 
opportunity to pay to play and win unique artwork prizes.

5.  Sketch and sell caricatures during lunch, athletic games,  
or community events.

6.  Host in-person or virtual art lessons. Invite the community to 
take part in art education taught by student members. Accept 
donations for admittance and raffle student artwork as door 
prizes. 

7.  Create and sell craft items for each holiday (Halloween, 
Valentine’s Day, etc.).

8.  Host a gift basket sale or raffle. Take the gift baskets to a 
whole new level by adding personalized work of art!

9. Design and sell a local coupon book by working with local 
shops, restaurants, and/or stores

10.  Create and sell a children’s activity or a visual recipe book. 

11.  Take part in a restaurant fundraiser night. Work with a 
well-known local restaurant so that part of the proceeds are 
donated back to the school.

12.  Create (or purchase) and sell graduation yard signs for 
graduating seniors on campus.

12 Tips for Chapter Success

Make Your Chapter Shine!

San Antonio, TX, East Central High School

Fundraising Ideas

Erin Buckley, Braintree High School, Braintree, MA Download your New Member Induction 
Ceremony Template Here.

8

https://arteducators-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/1580/13f3ab11-4206-47d1-90e6-be5fbd774f43.pptx?1598143246
https://arteducators-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/1580/13f3ab11-4206-47d1-90e6-be5fbd774f43.pptx?1598143246


Plan Your Year

Connect

Why should my school establish an NAHS/NJAHS chapter?
The NAHS/NJAHS programs provide avenues for recognition  
of artistic talents and opportunities for leadership  
roles for visual art students, while spotlighting the success  
and community work of your school’s art program.  

What is the role of a chapter sponsor?
Being an NAHS/NJAHS sponsor is an important and rewarding 
endeavor. A successful sponsor creates a program in which 
activities are managed and facilitated by student members. 

 Core sponsor duties:
 •  Collect and submit student dues and chapter roster
 •  Order and distribute NAHS honor cords, tassels, pins,  
  and other honor society recognition 
  •  Schedule and moderate chapter meetings  
  (at least four per year)
  •  Supervise and assist your chapter with community  
  service projects

How often does my school’s chapter need to be registered?
The NAHS/NJAHS programs run on an academic calendar  
of July 1 through June 30. A chapter must be registered every  
school year to be considered active and remain eligible to 
receive benefits.  

What is the deadline for submitting a chapter registration?
The suggested time frame for registering your chapter is  
July–January. This allows adequate time for member  
eligibility and selection, as well as the required 4 weeks  
to place and receive orders for spring ceremonies.

What are chapter bylaws? Why does a chapter need them?
Bylaws define the standards that students are held to in  
order to be active members of the NAHS/NJAHS chapter  
at your school (grade point average, required community 
service, etc.). NAEA provides suggested bylaws on page 13.  
You can use or adapt these suggested bylaws to fit your  
school’s needs. Once a chapter implements specific criteria 
beyond what is set in the respective Constitution, a current  
copy of that chapter’s bylaws should be filed with NAEA.  

Where can I find additional information? 
See a full list of frequently asked questions and additional  
program information here. 

FAQs

Check out the NAHS Chapter Management Dashboard!

Establish or register a chapter, keep track of student rosters, 
upload bylaws, and more (all through your NAEA member 
account) with the NAHS Chapter Management Dashboard.

Find out more here.

Register  your chapter in 20 Minutes!

NAEA COLLABORATE
NAEA Collaborate is the interactive, online professional 
community created exclusively for NAEA members. Don't 
miss the NAHS/NJAHS Collaborate Community! It's a space 
for sponsors to find and share information and resources, 
gain inspiration, and make connections—anytime, 
anywhere. You’ll be able to post and answer questions, 
join conversations, initiate dialogue about any topic, find 
colleagues, and more! Log in with your NAEA credentials at 
collaborate.arteducators.org

Connect with the official NAHS/NJAHS Facebook Page!  
Get in on the conversation on the NAHS/NJAHS Facebook 
page here. 

Connect with other NAEA members!

Andrea Orozco, Xavier College Preparatory, Phoenix, AZ

Student artwork from Dates to Remember page, clockwise from top right: Caitlin Will, Liberty High School, Eldersburg, MD; Nathan VanDam, Sebring High School, Sebring, 
FL; Anahy Aguila, Surry Central High School, Dobson, NC; Eva Brown, Nonnewaug High School, Woodbury, CT; D’Aundra Coley, Lincoln High School, Tallahassee, FL, 
Fox Lake, IL; Abby O’Donnell, Liberty High School, Eldersburg, MD; Morgan Burnap, Coe-Brown Northwood Academy, Northwood, NH, Sarah Santiago, North Gwinnett 
High School, Suwanee, GA (Center images).

https://www.arteducators.org/community/national-art-honor-societies
https://www.arteducators.org/community/articles/391-new-nahs-njahs-chapter-management-dashboard
https://www.facebook.com/nahs.njahs


Dec 1 
Deadline to submit artwork for the 
2021 NAHS/NJAHS Juried Exhibition

Dec 15 
Deadline to submit applications for 
the Charles M. Robertson Memorial 
Scholarship

D
EC

EM
B

ER

JU
LY

SE
P

TE
M

B
ER

July 1 
Official start of the 2020-2021 NAHS & 
NJAHS program year

Mar 1 
Deadline to submit materials for the  
Spring 2021 issue of NAHS News

Mar 31 
Deadline to submit a resource order using 
a school purchase order (PO). For complete 
instructions on using a PO to place a resource 
order, review the PO Guidelines here

2020-

Dates to Remember & 
Suggested-Year-At-A-Glance

2021 • Register early in the school year get the most   
 out of your chapter membership

• Update and upload your Chapter Bylaws to the  
 Chapter Management Dashboard

• Using last semester grades, identify and invite   
 any eligible new or renewing members

• Download the 2020-2021 Chapter Handbook   
 and Resource Catalog A

U
G

U
ST

• Host the first officer meeting for the
 semester and plan your chapter’s fall   
 activities 

• Hold a general members meeting and   
 update members on upcoming events

• Participate in your school’s activity or   
 club fair on campus. 

• Host a chapter fundraising and/or service  
 event. Don’t forget to take pictures!

• Notify members of any upcoming  
 awards and scholarship opportunities
• Remember to register to get the most out  
 of your chapter membership

June 30 
Deadline to submit your chapter’s registration for the 2020-2021 
program year. All chapter memberships expire on June 30,  
regardless of the date you registered your chapter. JU
N

E • Place your resource order online by June 1 to ensure  
 your order arrives before the program year ends. 

• Don’t forget to register your chapter! 

• Host a general members meeting and/or  
 chapter activity

OCT 1 
Deadline to submit nominations for the Rising Stars 
Secondary Recognition Award and nominations for 
the Outstanding NAHS or NJAHS Sponsor Award

O
C

TO
B

ER
• Host a general members meeting and/or  
 chapter activity

• Submit your chapter report and photos  
 for the Winter 2021 issue of NAHS News
• Hold an Induction ceremony (if   
 applicable) and register new inductees  
 online via the NAHS/NJAHS Chapter   
 Management Dashboard

• Don’t forget to submit artwork for the  
 2021 NAHS/NJAHS Juried Exhibition N

O
V

EM
B

ER

Nov 1 
Deadline to submit materials for inclusion 
in the Winter 2021 issue of NAHS News

M
A

R
C

H

A
P

R
IL

• Hold an Induction Ceremony (if   
 applicable) and register new inductees  
 online via the NAHS/NJAHS Chapter   
 Management Dashboard. Don’t forget  
 to take pictures! 

• Host a general members meeting and/ 
 or chapter activity

• Place your resource order online for   
 graduation regalia and be sure to allow  
 4 weeks for processing/delivery.

• The Spring 2021 issue of NAHS News is    
 published online

• Host an end of the year celebration and   
 acknowledge your graduating members

• Hold officer elections for the 2021-2022   
 program yearM

AY

• Hold the first officer meeting for the   
 semester and plan your spring activities

• Place your resource order online for   
 NAHS/NJAHS resources and be sure to  
 allow 4 weeks for processing/delivery

• Submit your chapter report and photos  
 for the Spring 2021 issue of NAHS News
• Host a chapter fundraising activity and/ 
 or community service event. Take pictures! 

FE
B

R
U

A
R

Y

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

Jan 31 
Suggested deadline to register your chapter 
for the 2020-2021 school year. Register early to 
get the most out of your chapter membership.

• The Winter 2021 issue of NAHS News is  
 published online 

• Using last semester grades, identify   
 and invite any eligible new or renewing  
 members 

• Host an officer meeting and/or general  
 meeting to close out the semester. Don’t  
 forget to take pictures! 
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Article I: Name and Purpose 
Section 1. The name of this chapter shall be the________ Chapter of the National Art Honor Society.
Section 2. The purpose of the chapter shall be to:

A. Inspire and recognize those students who have shown outstanding ability in art;
B. Foster excellence and a dedicated spirit to the pursuit of art;
C. Further creative abilities and talents of the Society’s members, as well as the school’s entire 

student art enrollment;
D. Aid members in working toward the attainment of their highest potential in an art area;
E. Bring art to the attention of the school and community;
F.  Increase an awareness of art in relation to other areas of the school curriculum; and
G. Further aesthetic awareness in all aspects of the school’s total program.

Article II: Local Chapters
Section 1. Public, charter, private and virtual schools, home school networks, and community-
based non-profit art organizations are eligible to apply for charter through the National Art Education 
Association (NAEA).  

Article III: Membership
Section 1. Membership in this chapter shall be based upon art scholarship, service, and character.
Section 2.  To be eligible for selection to membership in this chapter, the candidate must be a high 
school student enrolled in grade 9, 10, 11, or 12 in this school, and have completed a period equivalent to 
one semester of art in this school. 

Section 3. An eligible candidate shall have a minimum art scholarship average of B, or this school’s 
equivalent.  This is the national minimum standard of achievement required for eligibility and shall remain fixed.  

Section 4. Members may remain active during such time when there is no art on their class schedule.

Section 5. Students enrolled in home school on a full-time basis and who meet all other eligibility 
requirements may be considered for NAHS membership.

Article IV: Selection of Members
Section 1. The selection of members to this chapter of the National Art Honor Society shall be by 
recommendation from the art faculty of this school who are members in good standing of the National 
Art Education Association (NAEA).  Criteria used to determine membership selection beyond faculty 
recommendation shall be set forth in this chapter’s bylaws. 

Section 2. Any member who falls below the standards that are the basis for selection shall be 
promptly warned. If during the next regular marking period of the school, the member fails to meet the 
standards used as basis for selection to the Society, the case shall be passed upon by the chapter council.

Section 3. When a member is dismissed, he/she must be notified and the membership card returned 
to the Society sponsor.

Section 4. An active member of the National Art Honor Society who transfers from this school will be 
given a letter indicating the status of his/her membership, signed by the sponsor and principal. 

Section 5. An active member of the National Art Honor Society who transfers to this school will 
be accepted for membership in this chapter. This transfer member must maintain the membership 
requirements for this chapter in order to retain membership.

Section 6. NAEA does not participate in matters of member non-selection or dismissal.

Article V: Officers
Section 1. The officers of this chapter shall be president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer 
(these could be combined), historian/parliamentarian, chair for awards and ceremonies, chair for public 
relations, and chair for activities. 

Section 2. A majority of votes cast shall be necessary to elect any officer of this chapter.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the meetings of this chapter.

Section 4. The vice president shall preside in the absence of the president, and serve as the chapter’s 
program chair. 

Section 5. The chapter secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings, a record of all business, and 
all records on file.

Section 6. The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the chapter and keep an accurate 
account of receipts and disbursements in accordance with school regulations.

Section 7. A chapter council shall consist of the chapter president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, 
and the chapter sponsor.

Article VI: Supervision
Section 1. An art faculty member [sponsor] shall be designated to supervise and provide guidance for 
this chapter on a daily basis.  

Section 2. The sponsor shall be a member of the art faculty employed by the school.

Section 3.  The post of sponsor shall be voluntary.

Section 4. The sponsors must be National Art Education Association members in good standing.

Section 5. The activities of this chapter will be subject to the approval of the sponsor and the principal. 
The principal shall have the final right to approve all activities and decisions of this chapter. 

Article VII: Meetings
Section 1. The regular meetings of this chapter shall be held during the school year on days 
designated by the chapter council and approved by the principal.

Section 2. The officers of the chapter shall be elected at the last regular meeting of the year.

Section 3. Special meetings, approved by the chapter council, may be called by the president.

Section 4. All meetings shall be open meetings and shall be held under the supervision of the sponsor.

Section 5. This chapter shall conduct its meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 
in all points not expressly provided for in the constitution of this chapter.

Article VIII: Membership Fees
Section 1. A yearly NAHS membership fee of $5 per student shall be forwarded to the National Art 
Honor Society at the NAEA National Office. 

Section 2. A yearly school sponsorship fee is required for each NAHS chapter and entitles the chapter 
sponsor to all the rights and privileges of one active NAEA membership including all NAEA member and 
NAHS chapter benefits. The school sponsorship fee is waived for sponsors who are already active NAEA 
members. Co-sponsors must be active NAEA members.

Section 3. School sponsorship fees and student membership fees may be paid by the individual or school, 
community group/agency. Fees and registration forms must be submitted to NAEA by the chapter sponsor.  

Section 4. School sponsorship and student membership fees are nonrefundable and nontransferable.

Section 5. Local chapters may establish and collect annual dues at their discretion for local operating 
expenses.

Article IX: Bylaws
Section 1. A chapter may wish to include bylaws to amplify sections of its constitution. Bylaws do 
not need to be approved by the National Council if they are consistent with regulations outlined in the 
constitution. 

Section 2. A current copy of local chapter bylaws must be filed with the NAEA Office.

Article X: The National Council
Section 1. The National Council shall be: The Secondary Division Director, the Middle Level Division 
Director, and two members-at-large from the general Secondary and Middle Level membership of NAEA. 
Members-at-large shall be appointed by the NAEA President. The NAEA Executive Director shall be an 
Ex-Officio member.

Section 2. Terms of office for members of the National Council shall be two years. 

Article XI: Constitution
Section 1. NAEA reserves the right to amend this constitution based on input from the NAEA staff and 
the National Council.  

NAHS Constitution
National Art Honor Society | For High School Students

Molly Phillips, Indian River Charter High School, Vero Beach, FL



Article I: Name and Purpose 
Section 1. The name of this chapter shall be the________ Chapter of the National Junior Art Honor 
Society.
Section 2. The purpose of the chapter shall be to:

A. Inspire and recognize those students who have shown outstanding ability in art;
B. Foster excellence and a dedicated spirit to the pursuit of art;
C. Further creative abilities and talents of the Society’s members, as well as the school’s entire 

student art enrollment;
D. Aid members in working toward the attainment of their highest potential in an art area;
E. Bring art to the attention of the school and community;
F.  Increase an awareness of art in relation to other areas of the school curriculum; and
G. Further aesthetic awareness in all aspects of the school’s total program.

Article II: Local Chapters
Section 1. Public, charter, private and virtual schools, home school networks, and community-
based non-profit art organizations are eligible to apply for charter through the National Art Education 
Association (NAEA).

Article III: Membership
Section 1. Membership in this chapter shall be based upon art scholarship, service, and character.

Section 2.  To be eligible for selection to membership in this chapter, the candidate must be a middle/
junior high school student enrolled in grade 6, 7, 8, or 9 in this school, and have completed a period 
equivalent  to one semester of art in this school.

Section 3. An eligible candidate shall have a minimum art scholarship average of B, or this school’s 
equivalent.  This is the national minimum standard of achievement required for eligibility and shall remain fixed.  

Section 4. Members may remain active during such time when there is no art on their class schedule.

Section 5. Students enrolled in home school on a full-time basis and who meet all other eligibility 
requirements may be considered for NJAHS membership.

Article IV: Selection of Members
Section 1. The selection of members to this chapter of the National Junior Art Honor Society shall be 
by recommendation from the art faculty of this school who are members in good standing of the National 
Art Education Association (NAEA).  Criteria used to determine membership selection beyond faculty 
recommendation shall be set forth in this chapter’s bylaws. 

Section 2. Any member who falls below the standards that are the basis for selection shall be 
promptly warned. If during the next regular marking period of the school, the member fails to meet the 
standards used as basis for selection to the Society, the case shall be passed upon by the chapter council.

Section 3. When a member is dismissed, he/she must be notified and the membership card returned 
to the Society sponsor.

Section 4. An active member of the National Junior Art Honor Society who transfers from this school 
will be given a letter indicating the status of his/her membership, signed by the sponsor and principal. 

Section 5. An active member of the National Junior Art Honor Society who transfers to this school 
will be accepted for membership in this chapter. This transfer member must maintain the membership 
requirements for this chapter in order to retain membership.

Section 6. NAEA does not participate in matters of member non-selection or dismissal.

Article V: Officers
Section 1. The officers of this chapter shall be president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer 
(these could be combined), historian/parliamentarian, chair for awards and ceremonies, chair for public 
relations, and chair for activities. 

Section 2. A majority of votes cast shall be necessary to elect any officer of this chapter.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the president to preside at the meetings of this chapter.

Section 4. The vice president shall preside in the absence of the president, and serve as the chapter’s 
program chair. 

Section 5. The chapter secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings, a record of all business, and 
all records on file.

Section 6. The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the chapter and keep an accurate 
account of receipts and disbursements in accordance with school regulations.

Section 7. A chapter council shall consist of the chapter president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, 
and the chapter sponsor.

Article VI: Supervision
Section 1. An art faculty member [sponsor] shall be designated to supervise and provide guidance for 
this chapter on a daily basis.  

Section 2. The sponsor shall be a member of the art faculty employed by the school.

Section 3.  The post of sponsor shall be voluntary.

Section 4. The sponsors must be National Art Education Association members in good standing.

Section 5. The activities of this chapter will be subject to the approval of the sponsor and the principal. 
The principal shall have the final right to approve all activities and decisions of this chapter. 

Article VII: Meetings
Section 1. The regular meetings of this chapter shall be held during the school year on days 
designated by the chapter council and approved by the principal.

Section 2. The officers of the chapter shall be elected at the last regular meeting of the year.

Section 3. Special meetings, approved by the chapter council, may be called by the president.

Section 4. All meetings shall be open meetings and shall be held under the supervision of the 
sponsor.

Section 5. This chapter shall conduct its meetings according to Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 
in all points not expressly provided for in the constitution of this chapter.

Article VIII: Membership Fees
Section 1. A yearly NJAHS membership fee of $5 per student shall be forwarded to the National Art 
Honor Society at the NAEA National Office. 

Section 2. A yearly school sponsorship fee is required for each NJAHS chapter and entitles the chapter 
sponsor to all the rights and privileges of one active NAEA membership including all NAEA member and 
NJAHS chapter benefits. The school sponsorship fee is waived for sponsors who are already active NAEA 
members. Co-sponsors must be active NAEA members.

Section 3. School sponsorship fees and student membership fees may be paid by the individual or school, 
community group/agency. Fees and registration forms must be submitted to NAEA by the chapter sponsor.  

Section 4. School sponsorship and student membership fees are nonrefundable and nontransferable.

Section 5. Local chapters may establish and collect annual dues at their discretion for local operating 
expenses.

Article IX: Bylaws
Section 1. A chapter may wish to include bylaws to amplify sections of its constitution. Bylaws do 
not need to be approved by the National Council if they are consistent with regulations outlined in the 
constitution. 

Section 2. A current copy of local chapter bylaws must be filed with the NAEA Office.

Article X: The National Council
Section 1. The National Council shall be: The Secondary Division Director, the Middle Level Division 
Director, and two members-at-large from the general Secondary and Middle Level membership of NAEA. 
Members-at-large shall be appointed by the NAEA President. The NAEA Executive Director shall be an 
Ex-Officio member.

Section 2. Terms of office for members of the National Council shall be two years.

Article XI: Constitution
Section 1. NAEA reserves the right to amend this constitution based on input from the NAEA staff and 
the National Council.  

NJAHS Constitution
National Junior Art Honor Society | For Middle/Junior High Students

Alfonso Melendez, East Central High School, San Antonio, TX



Kristen Andes, Fort Defiance High School, Fort Defiance, VA
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 Section 1. A chapter should include bylaws to amplify sections 
of its constitution. Bylaws do not need to be approved 
by the National Council if they are consistent with 
regulations outlined in the constitution. A current 
copy of the local chapter bylaws must be filed with  
NAEA.

 Section 2. To remain a member in good standing, a member 
must pay dues and complete ____ service hours 
in the visual arts each year.  (You may adjust the 
number of hours to fit your school or community 
needs.)

 Section 3. Annual dues of $ ____ will be collected from each 
member.  (The amount you charge should cover 
chapter registration fees and any other expenses you 
expect to incur).

 Section 4. Attendance is required at meetings to maintain 
membership and privileges. (You may set the 
number that may be missed with cause or adjust the 
meeting frequency to fit your school’s schedule.)

 Section 5. All members must participate in ____ of our projects, 
activities, and fundraisers. (You set the number or 
percentage of events required.)

 Section 6. For the NAHS and NJAHS officers, attendance is also 
required at any executive meetings called outside of 
the regularly scheduled meetings.

Bylaws outline the obligations of memberships that are required to be a part of your institution’s 
chapter of NAHS/NJAHS. This basic guideline for the creation of bylaws helps ensure that your 
chapter upholds the National Standards as defined in the Chapter Constitution (pages 11-12). 

Suggested Bylaws

 Section 7. To graduate with NAHS honors and earn the 
right to wear a cord, pin, or tassel at graduation, a 
member must remain in good standing until the 
graduation date.

 Section 8. Members must retain a ____ average in an 
honors or AP class or ____ in a regular class. 
(Many schools require a higher GPA in art classes 
than the B required by the National Constitution. 
You may adjust the requirement or leave it at the 
required B average.)

 Section 9. Members must have and maintain a ____ 
cumulative average in all other subjects. (Many 
schools require an overall minimum GPA. This 
change is not required and the required minimum 
should not be as high as the art GPA.)

 Section 10. Members may remain active during such time 
when there are no visual arts on their class 
schedules as long as they fulfill all of the other 
requirements each year.

 Section 11. In the event of an infraction of rules, a review by 
the officers and sponsors will be conducted. If 
the individual in question is an officer, he/she will 
not participate in the decision-making process.  
This applies to all community laws as well as  
school and chapter rules.

DON’T FORGET to address these points 
within your chapter’s bylaws:

•  Membership requirements designated by the chapter that are      
  beyond the minimum standards set forth in the NAHS and   
  NJAHS Constitutions.  
            Note: A written description of membership selection procedures should be made  
                available to students and parents. The selection procedure shall be consistent  
                with the NAHS/ NJAHS Constitutions.

•  Membership selection dates and frequency 

•  Membership dues, attendance, and participation

•  Officer nomination and election procedures

•  Non-selection, dismissal, and appeals policies
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Resource Catalog No. 560—NAHS Honor Cord 
Long cords to be worn over graduation gown or  
draped around the neck. Color: Rainbow. $12 
Wear cords separately or coordinate with the mortarboard tassels for 
graduation ceremonies. 

No. 556—NAHS Award Certificate
Distinctive student award certificate. Printed on white satin-finish 
cardstock. (8½" x 11”) Ready for framing. $10 for pack of 10 
Present them to members of your chapter at induction ceremonies 
or at school awards ceremonies.

No. 559—NAHS Mortarboard Tassel
Mortarboard tassel comes complete with a gold metal tassel band  
with the year of graduation. Color: Rainbow. $7 
Great for graduation ceremonies. 

No. 550—NAHS Pin   
Rectangular, silver-tone pin. Colorful enameled surface featuring  
the NAHS logo. (¾” wide) Boxed in plastic case. $7 
Give as special awards to recognize members of your chapter for outstanding 
service and achievements. Award them to graduating seniors, or members of  
your chapter at your induction ceremony.

No. 562—NAHS Decal
Logo, full-color, self-adhesive, vinyl. (3½” x 2¼”)  $8 for pack of 5

No. 555—NAHS Seals
Rectangular silver foil seal. (¾” wide) 2 rolls of 100 for $10   
Use them on your stationery, chapter correspondence, notes, or certificates.

No. 552—NAHS Buttons
Round 1” celluloid buttons with pin attachment. $12 for bag of 20   
These affordable buttons make great gifts and make your NAHS  
chapter visible everywhere your members go!
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This series of distinctive insignia and award products are available 
exclusively to registered National Art Honor Society chapters.  
Designed with NAHS/NJAHS members in mind, these items help  
promote visual arts in your school and community, as well as providing 
academic recognition.
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1. Register and pay your chapter dues for the current school year before submitting an online order 
for resources. As the sponsor, your NAEA membership must be current when placing an order.

2. Sign in to your NAEA Member Profile, visit the NAEA Online Store, add items to your cart, 
select “check out” and choose to pay by credit card to purchase your order immediately (orders 
paid online will ship within 5-7 business days), or choose “bill me” to create an invoice.

3. Paying with a purchase order? The deadline to submit an official school purchase order 
for resources is March 31. Orders under $150 and/or submitted after March 31 must be paid 
for prior to shipment. For complete instructions on using a purchase order, download the 
Purchase Order Guidelines here.

4. For assistance please contact NAEA Member Services at 800-299-8321.

Officer Guards 

Historian

President Vice President Secretary

Treasurer Parliamentarian

No. 544 (A-F)—5/8” Officer Guards:
Silver-tone guards to designate officer status. 
Guards pin individually, using a nail 
and clutch closure. Six offices available: 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Parliamentarian, and Historian. (5/8” diameter). $8  

G

Ordering Resources
Please note that shipping rates have recently changed. To ensure an accurate order cost is calculated, 
your order must be created via the NAEA Online Store.  

Only sponsors of registered chapters may order NAHS/NJAHS resources.
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https://my.arteducators.org/account/login.aspx
https://my.arteducators.org/honor-society-products
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http://www.arteducators.org/nahs/forms
https://my.arteducators.org/honor-society-products
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NJAHS T-Shirt 
Show off your NJAHS chapter spirit at your junior  
high/middle school with this black t-shirt imprinted in full color.  
No. 630—Women’s (form fitting): S, M, L, XL $15  
No. 640—Men’s: S, M, L, XL $15  

No. 570—NJAHS Pin 
Oval, silver-tone pin. Colorful enameled surface and the NJAHS logo.  
(¾” wide) Boxed in plastic case. $7  
Give as a distinctive award to members of your chapter for outstanding service and 
achievements, or to all members of your chapter at your induction ceremony.

No. 576—NJAHS Award Certificate 
Distinctive student award certificate. Printed on white satin-finish cardstock.  
(8½” x 11”) Ready for framing. $10 for pack of 10 
Present to members of your chapter at induction ceremonies or school awards ceremonies. 

No. 524—Educator, Artist, Visionary Apron 
Adjustable, full-length (22”w x 24”h) apron with 3-compartment front pouch. 
Twill fabric, poly/cotton. Machine washable. Color: Black. $15 

No. 563—Personalized Table Banner 
Custom-printed satin banner, ready to hang with 3 grommets. Allow 4-5 weeks for 
production and shipping. (2’ x 4’ ) $115  

No. 564—Personalized Podium Banner 
Custom-printed satin banner, ready to hang with 3” pole pocket.  
Allow 4-5 weeks for production and shipping. (16” x 24”) $100 

No. 557—NJAHS Buttons 
Round 1" celluloid buttons with pin attachment. $12 for bag of 20 
These buttons make great gifts and make your NAHS chapter visible everywhere your members go!

No. 543—NJAHS Key Chain 
Available while supplies last!  
NJAHS logo on a metal key holder with a matte finish and chrome accents. Boxed.
(2” x 7/8”) $7
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National Art Honor Society

NAHS T-Shirt 
There will be no mistaking your NAHS chapter 
pride at your high school with this black  
t-shirt imprinted in full color.  
No. 610—Women’s 
(form fitting): S, M, L, XL $15  
No. 620—Men’s: S, M, L, XL $15 

No. 521—“Art Matters” Apron 
Art Matters! Share the message when 
you wear this full-length (22”w x 30”h) 
adjustable apron with two front pockets. 
100% cotton with Teflon finish for added  
stain protection. Machine washable.  
Color: Black. $15 

No. 520—“Art Matters” Tote 
Stylish and sturdy, this oversized tote made 
from 50% recycled material is ideal for art 
supplies, books, shopping, or travel.  
(18”w x 17”h x 4”d) Zippered and imprinted 
with the “Art Matters: Support visual arts 
education in your community” logo.  
Color: Black. $15

No. 524—Educator, Artist, Visionary 
Apron Let your community know that 
you are all three—Educator, Artist, and 
Visionary! Share this message when you wear 
this full-length (22”w x 24”h) adjustable 
apron with 3-compartment front pouch for 
all of your tools. Twill fabric, poly/cotton. 
Machine washable. Color: Black. $15 
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No. 540—NAHS Table Banner 
Satin banner with NAHS logo. Ready to hang 
with 3 grommets. (2’x4’) $85 

No. 564—Personalized Podium  Banner 
Custom-printed satin banner, ready to hang 
with 3” pole pocket. Allow 4-5 weeks for 
production and shipping.  (16” x 24”) $100 

No. 563—Personalized Table Banner 
Custom-printed satin banner, ready to hang 
with 3 grommets. Allow 4-5 weeks for 
production and shipping. (2’ x 4’ ) $115  

E

G

F

National Junior Art Honor Society
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